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WESTERN FARMER RS Me ie FU LUTE 


IN TROD UO TION 


Farm people make up an important part of our Viestern population. Knowing 
what farm peo le think about some of the critical issues of the day is a 
matter of real interest in gauging the pulse of Western public opinion, 

By interviewing periodically its more than seventy representative “key 
-observers" i. living in four carefully selected counties, the western 
regional office of the Division of Farm Population and Rural Welfare, 
Bureau of Agricultural Economics, United States Department of Agriculture, 
measures farmer thinking on a number of important or controversial issues. 
The. report which follows summarizes the responses of these key observers 
to-.a- series of prepared questions asked them during the month of May 1944. 


The questions touched on six major fields: (1) Post-war prospects for de- 
mobilized service men and returning defense workers, (2) school consolida- 
tion and“expansion of the school program, (3) Government control over ag- 
ricultural production and prices, (4) Economic security, with special 
reference to problems of medical care, (5) wages and standards of living, 
and (6) international relations. The answers ye each question were recorded 
under certain fixed categories, simplifying tabulation of the responses. 

The respondent was encouraged to discuss the reasons for his answers so 

that field notes taken on the interview supplemented and gave meaning to 

the bare answers. 


:-Qne must remember, of course, that the answers as given represent the views 
of the respondents at the time they were interviewed. Their views may have 
changed greatly since then as new forces perhaps altered the person's atti- 
pudes,:(or their opinions may have snenegs little ,;if-at all. Actually, 
these views as recorded are only a “sounding" -of the channel of public. 
Opinion,«good merely for the particular “ae and place but invaluable for 
Sanat ing its course. 


The four counties in which the key observers were located were chosen to 
fit into a National pattern that would include all major types of rural 
areas in the United States. At the same time, they. are typical of some 
important farming areas of the “iest. Clark suey Washing gton, for example, 


* This report was written by Carl F. Reuss, lesa on reports and field 
notes made in May 1944 by Wwalter C. McKain, Jr., for Imperial County; 

Wilkiam Metzler, for Merced County; H. Otto Dahlke, for Clark County 3 and 
John S. Page, for Bingham Countye 

V The "key observers" are local eden. gelected on the basis of recom- 
mendations by informed leaders of rurel life in the county, and were chosen 
to represent all the important levels and strata of farm life in the county, 
both social and geographic. Fifteen were residents of Clark County, 
Washington;’1& of Bingham County, Idaho; 19 of Imperial County, California; 
and 23 of Merced County, California. 


*” 
« x ye « 


Liana er represents that part of the 
} Pacific Northwest lying west 
oe of the Cascade Mountains, 
ba especially those parts af- 

Se A ee Phd s t: fected by defense and war 
activities. Bingham County, 
RS * 7. ee / .. Idaho, is typical of much 
“sh > eae 1 eae ‘4 of Southern Idaho and Utah, 

TT lee sy | where irrigation farming 
pane and compact settlement are 
| “the rule. Imperial County, 
California, represents 
| large-scale specialized 
. agricultural conditions 
| 


found in much of Arizona and 
in parts of California, and 
i | Merced County, California, 
Pa ean so : Re | . is typical of the diverse 
\ ) types of specialized agri- 
| culture found in California. 
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Clark County, washington, lies, just, across the Columbia-River from Portland, 
Oregon. Its population has more than doubled during the -defense-war period 
_ because of the location of major shipyards in and near the county. Farming 
>in the county is predominantly on a small,scale. Dairy and poultry products, 
small fruits, berries and nuts, and. some vegetables are the chief items of 
production. Farmer coopera atives are especially strong in the county, in 
part because of its strong Scandanavian heritage. Many farmers have left 
their farms to take up shipyard work, thereby gaining-more cash in one year 
than many of them previously had received. in five or-more years. The good 

| agricultural land has not gone out of production, however, because other 
farmers have taken it over and have enlarged their own operations. Many 
“OP the newcomer defense workers.are buying small tracts of land, in part 

to avoid the heavy congestion of population and in part to acquire:.an 
acreage from which they hope, in less prosperous times to gain a subsistence 
production to supplement their industrial earnings. 


Imperial County, California, is an area.of highly specialized agricultural 
production, so specialized in some instances that farm operators move from 
one farm to another in the crop rotation cycle: in order to continue the 
‘production of their specialty.: The ichief: crops eretielé crops y-such as 
alfalfa, barley, . flax, ¢g garden crops (particularly: lettuce, melons, carrots, 
and peas) & and some. permanent crops such as grapefruit and oranges, all 
grown under irrigation. In addition, there is a considerable dairy and 
livestock industry in the county. The climate of. Imperial’ Valley has 
markedly affected the social order of the county. Unlike other areas, its 
growing season occurs during the fall and winter months, The summer months 
“are so hot that many people who can afford to do.so leave the valley during 
this period. Schools, churches, business houses, end other institutions 
and agencies thus are HARPS aA a of both leadership and patronagee 


* Merced County, Ca alifornia, As a highly diversified county: in population, 
hin male dag production, and in size of agricultural operations. . The 
se 


ets , acre ee t 


-hetergeneous population includes people of Portuguese, Italian, Swedish, 
and Finnish extraction who are engaged especially in dairying, and Anglo- 
Americans, engaged principally ,in fruit production. . Dairying is a highly 
important farming activity in the county, but the production of hay, grain, 
and cattle, and of deciduous fruits (such as peaches, figs, and apricots), 
and of grapes and’ nuts is also important in. the agricultural economye 

The. fruit and dairy farms generally are.small, although exceptionally 
large fig and peach orchards are located in the county. Other large 
operators are. engaged in the cattle business. The majority of the farms 

in the. county,nevertheless, are small. . 


Bingham-County, Idaho, offers a considerable contrast to the other counties. 
Its farms typically are family farms, well diversified with potatoes, 

sugar beets, beans, dairy and hogs as important cash-ylelding products. 

The population includes a large Mormon element, many of whom came from 

Utah to settle, but on the whole it is highly homogeneous population. 

: Three well defined communities oriented around the towns of Aberdeen, 
Blackfoot, and Shelley, divide the county into three distinct sections. 

As .is typical of. Mormon areas, there is. much community life ond community 
spirit. in Bingham,.County, und some development of farmer cooperatives, 
accordingly, has taken place. 


The sample of four counties thus ranges from a typical rural, agriculturally- 
centered county of family farms (Bingham County) to a county of highly spe- 
cialized and commercialized large-scale agricyltural production resembling 
.more the urban factory type than the typical rural farm economy (Imperial 
County). Between the extremes lies Merced, County, having characteristics 

of both. .On the fringe is Clark County, which is a metropolitan and sube 
urban county that has been intimately affected hy defense and war activities. 
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: POST-DEMOBILIZATION . PROSPECTS 


western farmers are convinced 
that the Government should 
help returning veterans from 
farm homes get into farming 
by making land easily avail- 
able to them Only seven of 

' the respondents, five of them 
in Imperial County and the 
other two in Merced Gounty, 
believed that the -Government 
‘Should not take this means 

of helping ex-farm ‘boys get 
back into farming. A majority, 
on the other hand, thought 
that the Government should 
not encourage ex-soldiers of 
nonfarm backgrounds to start 
farminge In explanation for 
this view, many observers 


> 
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pointed. owt that. farming is an occupation that demands a high degree of 


‘direct @xpérience: which a cerson ordinarily acquires only through per- 


pene ty growing .up.in the midst of ite 
an ee ee » 3 : 
Tvowthirds ,of the observers expressed. the belief that the Government should 
help ex-soldiers:from farm familics to obtain work in nonfarm lines after 
denobilization.’ :The’ Clark County observers dissented somewhat from this 
position, six of the fifteen believing that the Government should net help 
returning soldiers’ of farm backgrounds to go into nonfarm work. In each 
county some observers insisted that ablé-bodied veterans did not want te 
be singled out as a separate class for spesial treatment. Other observers 
declared that veterans deserved ail possible assistance and censidération 
because they had giveri so much tothe Nation in its time of nesd. 


NS tot ht 


‘One-third of ve observers would not, or could not, estimate what propor- 


tion of the persons from their communities who now are serving in the armed 


ferees or working in defcnse plants are likely to return after the wer. 
This‘ uncertainty was: especially marked in Bingham County, wh ere only three 


.of the fifteen observers ventured an opinion on the question. Individually 


the observers differed’ widely in their estimates, some figuring. that all 
would return, others that only 10 percent» would return. Impérial County 
observers wore far less optimistic over the return of their former residents 


*than*were.those in the other countics. 
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-Bxeept in Clark’ County, the” observers ipa ac 
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rééd that the servicemen 

é defense workers. In 
rkers end ébout seven 

Only a littlé over ones 


were: somewhat more :liksly to return than were t 
Mereed-County sround.three-fourths of the def 
of every cight*soldicrs were expected to return 
n one-half of the’ defense workers 


half of the soldiers, .and 6 little loa? tha 
were expected to return to Imperial County. In contrast, practically all 
S 


of the defense workers from Clark County were expected to live in the county 
after the war, mainly because for most of them their defense work involved 
merely a matter of commutin from their’ Homes to the shipyards. 


Returning seldiers were given somowhat more of a chance of finding jobs 
& E 


after the war than were the defense migrants, although again the individual 
estimates ranged from mone to 100 percent. The greatest pessimism was found 


in Clark County, where the observers figured that only about one-third of 
the defense workers? would find local jobs after the wars Clearly, the ob- 
servers expected a serious deflation of their war booming community. In 


‘Merced and Bingham Counties around 90 percent of. the returning soldiers and 


from 80 to 85 percent:of the defense worlters would be likely to find jobs, 


_ according to the observers. In Imperial County, the informants agreed, 


- Service men should: be riven preference por jobs, “‘peifigre dé 
asmuch asthe latter’ “had their chance" ‘duping tHe wer wi 


around three-fourths: of both the returning™¥eterdris’ and the defense workers 
micht expect to find work. Many persons expressed, the | view: that returning 
Sféise workers in- 
“the boys were 
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In-many-rural areas .the:q uestion of rural school consolidetion represents a 
burning issue. In the counties surveyed, the consolidation of high schools 


wl te 


has been for the most. part com- 
pleted, and has met’ with favorable 
public reception, but proposals 
to consolidate rural elementary 
schools often open warm debates. 
Despite the intense interest 
often aroused by specific pro- 
posals for school consolidation, 
only two of the observers in 
Bingham County cared to express 
an opinion on the question as 
asked, both favoring the prin- 
Ciple. In the other three 
counties, around three-fourths 

of the informants approved the 
principle of further consolidating 
rural schools. There was recog~ 
nition, either expressed, or in- 
plied, that. consolidating schools 
helped to eqpalize educational 

: a opportunities sauce es rural and 
urban areas and to improve the curr tartans available to rural youngsters. 

It should be sointed out, however, that numerous disewvorsbwna favored the 
consolidaticn of high schools spoke strongly against’ consolidation of 
‘elementary senovuls. They feared both the effects on the children and the 
loss of a commmity center. Some approved the principle, but recognized 
serious legal and administrative problems. 


Although around one-fourth of the observers were comparatively uninterested 
in the matter of the school curriculum, the majority were satisfied with 
the subjects taught in their schools. There was a certain amount of feel- 
ing, nonetheless, that schools should emphasize the three R's and give less 
attention to the “frills and extra-curricular activities." 


Great support was found for the idea of making local school. buildings 
aveilable for Soman vey activities after school hours, None of the ob- 
servers in Clark or Imperial Counties and-only one in Bingham County was 

pposed to the idea. Four in Merced County did. not favor the idea, partly 
because they feared some conflict with school activities. There was some- 
what less support for the idea of expanding the school library to serve 
the adults of the district. , Nearly twoethirds of the informants in. Merced 
County, and around ong set a ie, Caee Ke: and imperial, Count s.ca . favored. the 
proposition. Only three of the Binzham totkty observer? voiced an’ opinion 
on the question, although each of the three was favorable to the idea. In 
most cases the idea was new to the observers, and they had previously 
given little thought to the possibility. The answers in Merced County, 
however, reflected the fact that the schools already were being used to 
house units of the county library. 


Three other questions, ‘each involving a GOT ee exp2 ansion, of the school 
rogram in the post-war period, were put to the observers, One asked 

whether the school system should serve hot lunches, a second whether it 

should” maintain B, shop where farmers could take their machinery and repair 


oe 


it, and a third whether it should operate a cannery for the convenience of 
farm families. 


The hot lunch program was almost universally approved. Only two persons 
expressed opposition to this proposal, although five of the Imperial County 
observers isi undecided on the matter. 


The proposal for: a.school repair shop for farm machinery won the support of 
a three-fifths majority in Clark and Merced Counties, but in each county 
-.except Clark it was opposed by nearly two ofevery five observers. The 

chief argument expressed in opposition was that such a shop would compete 
with private enterprise, although other observers cited instances of where 
such shops already were operating and providing an excellent, greatly-needed 
services. Imperial County observers pointed out that the heavy machinery 
normally used in their county could not be handled in a school shop. 


On the matter of whether or not the school should operate a cannery for 

the convenience of farm’ families there was no clear cut opinion. Im Merced 
County a majority were opposed to the suggestion; in Clark County seven of 
the fifteen observers favored the proposition; and in Bingham County a 
majority were undecided on the questione In Imperial County more than one- 
third were ‘in’ favor of the proposal, but almost as many were opposed, The 
chief opinion was that such a service would not be necessary, since most 
farm families had their own canning facilities. Some support was voiced, 
nevertheless, for the paras of a community camning center open to all 
residents of. the district. 
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Farmers are certain that the expansion of Federal governmental activities 
into rural communities has proceeded far enough. Around one-fourth of the 
observers believed that Federal activities should remain at about their 
present level, but a majority of the 72 observers felt that they should 
be reduced. Only five informants, four of them in Merced County, were of 
the opinion that such activities should be expanded. They had in mind 


especially the activities that. would perhaos. be required-in post-war programs 
of demobilization and readjustment. 


The sentiment for a reduction in Federal activities was especially strong in 
Clark County, where two-thirds of the observers held this view. It ee was 
strong in Imperial Vounty, where 11 of the 19 shared the feeling. On th 

other hand, less than helf ofthe informants in Merced and Bingham Fg oy 
took a stand that favored a reduction of Federal activities in rural conmuni-~ 
tiese 


Viartime price regulations appear to have won the support of a majority of 
farmers,.and are greatly preferred to a situation where there would be no 
price controls at all. Support for ceiling and floor prices was not uni- 
form among the four counties, although in each:county a clear majority of 
farmers would prefer price controls to an era of laissez-faire, It is 
-clear, furthermore, that the answers reflect local experience with price 
control regulations on the products raised locally. Ceiling prices were 
favored most often in Imperial and Bingham Counties, where two-thirds of 


“the: observers declared themselves in favor of the idea. In Clark County, 


‘on the other hand, only one-third supported the plan, and in Merced County 
“a majority expressed their opposition to price ceilings, Floor: prices 

were strongly endorsed by the Bingham County observers, four-fifths of whom 
agreed that the Federal Government should continue to guarantee floor prices 
for farm products. In the two California counties opinion was almost evenly 
“divided: between support for an opposition to the floor‘prices program. In 
Clark County nearly one-half favored the program, but six of the fifteen 
observers were undecided on the issue. 


‘Given a choice of operating under a combination of price floors and ceilings, 
or no price controls at all, for the next two years, farmers voted for price 
controls in a ratio of nearly 2 to.1. Again, support for controls was 
most apparent in Bingham. County, but in each county more than half of the 
observers favored price controls’to a’ situation of no control's. 

Farmer beliefs on the probability of a post-war boom or depression directly 
affect their planning. for the future, and so are a matter of real importance. 
Actually, there seems: to be no prevailing farmer opinion on the question of 
:whether there will be a boom.or a depression within the first three years 
‘after the war. One-third of the Clark County and nearly one-half of the 
Bingham County observers believed there would be a depression within three 
years after the war, whereas only one-fourth of the Merced County. am one- 
Sixth of the Imperial County observers’ held a similar view. Two thirds of 
the observers in Imperial County, and nearly as large a proportion in Merced 
County, believed that there would not be a depression within the first three 
years after the war. . 


Opinion was even more widely divided on the likelihood of a business boom 
occurring. within the first three. years afser the war, Only two of the fifteen 
observers in-Clark County expected a business boom within this period, eleven 
of them saying there would not be such @ boom, .On the other hand, fourteen 
-of the twenty-three observers-in Merced County believed a business boom would 
come, and none of the Binghsem County informants expressed the view that there 
would not be a business boom, Farmer views, of course, are'colored by their 
local situations and local prospects, & point which is readily evident in 


the Clark County situation. There almost all observers foresee the closing 
oft the shipyards with the reeultant closing dom. of many opportunities for 
work and good cash income. 


SECURITY AND MEDICAL CARE PROGRAMS 


Some optimism over the future 
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ee es . farm then did- their fathers. 

Ins Clark County only. one-fourth 
ofthe observers sheared this feeling, nearly oneshalf of the group believing 
rhat young pcople would find it more difficult. This feeling of pessimism 
almost certainly is explained by the prevailing ‘ismallneess of farms and con- 
centration of population in the county. 


farmers are divided in their opinions on the question of whether farmers to- 
day worry more about old age than did their fathers, although they are in- 
clined to believe that they worry less. Again tho Clark County observers 
expressed a more pessimistic. note, for seven of the fifteen felt that to- 
day's farmers worry more about old..age than did their feathers, The great- 
est air-of confidences was noted in Bingham Vountys- where four-fifths of the 
observers felt when. today" s gencration worries heres about old age than did 
its sapiens ; 


’ 
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Good hoalth is a factor closcly related to economic security. A long siege 
of illness with resultant large medical and hospital bills usually strikes 
the average femily a severe blow,. threatening its economic security and | 
lowering its standard of living, Asked whether the family could meet a 
bill of $500 incurred for' necessary medical and hospital expenses without 
lowering. its standard of living, just about one-half of the observers in 
Clark, Bingham, and Merced Counties answered in tk negative. Only in Im- 
périal County was the feoling of .aconomi¢ security so great thet nearly 
three-fourths of the familics ee they could meets a medical bald of, $500 
without curtailing their standard of living. 
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There is 6 strong sentiment among farmers for some means of making medical 
care either more widely or more easily available through clinics and flat- 
rate prepayment plans to cover hospital and doctor bills. Only five of 
the observers were opposed to an increase in the number of public clinics, 
alt hough seventeen were undecided on the issue. In Clark County all but 
‘one, and in Imperial County all but two of the informarts favored increas- 
ing the public clinic program to improve medical care. Two-thirds of the 
observers in Bingham County were undecided on the “issue, but in none of 
the counties was there any strong feeling in opposition to the proposal. 

As several observers expressed it, "J e take better ‘care of our livestock 
than we do ourselves." 


Flat-rate prepayment plans, on the same order as paying insurance premiums, 
to cover hospital and doctor bills were widely supported in each county 
except Merced County, and even there a majority of the observers favored 

the idea. The question as asked wee payment of services for both 
doctors and nurses, but. some observers believed that nursing services should 
not be included in a prepayment plan. 


‘ 


STANDARES GF LIVING 


wartime conditions have caused many 
families to postpone buying numerous: 
items which they would have liked to 
buye Some indication of the extent of 
this pent-up demand is found in the 
fact that nearly two-thirds of the- 
families interviewed have in mind making 
a major purchase when wartime shortages 
are past. As is traditional among 
farmers, the first purchases they in- 
tend to make are items essential to the 
farm business, such as farm machinery 
or farm equipment. <A second commodity 
greatly desired was a new automobile. Some pent-up demand for household 
furnishings and conveniences, such as furniture, radios, and electricity, 
also was Daa and some construction of new. homes likewise was indicated. 
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The changes that took place between 1942 and 1943 in family expenditures 
for food, clothing, am .household furnishings were comparatively small. 
The majority of f: esiee spent about the same for food and for clothing 
in 1943 as they had in.1942, but some reduction occurred in expendi tures 


for household furnishings, chiefly because of wartime shortages and quality 


deterioration. Investments in ‘var-Bonds increased greatly in Merced County 
and to lesser extents in Imperial and Bingham Counties, whereas the majority 
of observers in Clark. YVounty invested about the same amount in “War Bonds in 
1943 as they had in 1942, : 


Generally, speaking, farmers appear to be fairly well satisfied with their 
present wartime incomese Except in Clark County, at least a majority of 
the observers, and in Ee ahen County twelve of the fifteen, were content 


‘-10~ 


to have gross farm incomes remain at 
about their present levels in the post- 
war period. All but one of the obser- 
vers in Clark County suggested that 
farm incomes should go higher in the 
post-war period than they are now, 
whereas in none of the other three 
counties was there even one observer 
who stated that gross farm incomes 
should go higher than their present 
levels, The explanation probably is 
that farm incomes haye for years been 
low in Clark County because most of 
the farms are small. Moreover, the 
producers of poultry and dairy products 
who predominate in the county have 
felt especially keenly the squeeze 
between controlled ceiling prices and 
rapidly rising cost of labor and feed. 
o the other counties wartime-increased, gross incomes actually meant in- 

ased net incomes, but this was not true to the same extent in Clark 
bodes 


On the question of whether farm wages should rise higher, drop lower, or 
remain about the same in. the hapoe period, there was almost a north-south 
division. at least two-thirds of the observers in both Clark and Bingham 
Counties felt definitely that farm wages should drop lower during the poste 
war period than they are at present. In the two California counties, on 
-the other hand, 4 majority of the respondents. felt that farm wages should 
remain at about their present levels into the post-war period. The views 
of Clark County observers, without a doubt, are influenced by the great 
jucrease in wage rates which was necessary if farmers hoped to compete in 
some measure vith shipyard wage scales. Bingham County farmers have not 
experienced the direct competition of war industries, a hourly wage rates 
have risen to levels which people of a typically rural county often are in- 
clined to’ feel are exorbitant, 


INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 


Farmer views on international relations are quite diverse, ranging practically 
from one extreme.to, the other. Some of the observers expressed the opinion 
.that the field of international relations is an international game of “cat 
jkidh cat,") Therefore; (they, believed that in such a world of competition 

the United States must first and. primarily look out for its own interests 
before it starts sacrificing for other nations. Others believed that it is 
the part of wisdom and gelf=intere est for the United States.to do whatever 

it can do, even at considerable sacrifice, to help bring about peace and 
prosperity in the remainder of the world. Feelin gs and attitudes on the 
sSubjeot of the role of the United States in international relations are mixed, 
and often on i based on emotions or prejudices rather than on reasoned judgments. 
This was particularly aoparent from the remarks made in elaboration of the 
answers. 
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In each county except Bingham County a clear majority of the farmer obser- 
vers Q.posed the continued rationing of farm machinery and equipment after 
the war in order to help farmers in other countries get a new start. Some 
believed American needs come first, whereas others pointed out that the 
type of agriculture practiced in most other countries was not well adapted 
to the use of American-type farm machinery. Still cthers felt that 
America's productive capacity was great enough to meet both domestic and 
foreign demands. 


Despite their opposition to the rationing of farm machinery to help foreign 
nations, a majority of the observers approved the continued rationing of 
food after the war in order to help the people in wartorn countries get a 
new start. Around one-half of the informants in Clark and Imperiel Coun 
ties, and practically three-fourths of those in Merced and Bingham Counties, 
approved the policy. There may have been an element of self-interest in 
the answers, but by and large the sympathies of the infcrmants went out 

to the starving unfortunates of war revaged lands. 


A favorite post-war thought question is,. "Should the United States parti- 
cipate in a world association of nations?" Asked this question forty-one 
of the seventy-two observers declared it should, and cnly twelve of the 
total group (one-sixth of the number) stated that it should not. The re- 
maining nineteen were undecided. The greatest indecision on the issue 

was found in Bingham County, where seven of the fifteen observers ventured 
no Opinion. In contrast, only three of the twenty-three Merced County in- 
formants expressed no opinion on the question, and it was in this same 
county that the greatest supocrt for United States participation was found, 
sixteen of the twenty-three observers favoring this position. 


It is fairly clear from the diverse and sometimes rather contradictory at- 
titudes on the several questions pertaining to international relations that 
farmer opinions on thesé issues are in a state of flux. Their attitudes 

heve not yet precipitated into any well-defined or consistent pattern,: Farm=< 
ers are groping for an American policy in international relations that will 
insure peace end neighborliness among the Nations and yet will at the same 
time protect the integrity and the independence of the United States. 
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‘APPENDIX’ A 


THE QUESTIONS. AND THe IR ANSUBRS, BY COUNTIES 
(Number of respondents answering as indicated) 


Migration and job opportunities 


1. 


When the Army is demobilized do you think the Government should, or 
should not, encourage ex-soldiers from farm homes to farm by making 
land easily available to them? 


Bingham’ Clark Imperial Merced *All four’ Percent 


Should a ar RR cele 19 62 86 
Should not 0 @) 5 2 “s LO 
Undecided 0) al: 0, 2 3 4 


When the Army is demobilized do you think the Government should, or 


should not, assist ex-soldiers from farms to ae STONY in nonfarm 
enterprises? 


Bingham Clark . Imperial Mesoae Ali-four ,Percent 


Should 13 i: 13 15 48 67 
Should not aR! halen 4 4 14 19 
Uneerin ed eee EE RT a. Qaaniee:- ca 4 10 14 


When the Army is demobilized do you think the Government should, or 
should not, encourage ex-soldiers from nonfarm families to farm by 
makirig land easily available to them? 


Bingham Clark Imperial Merced All four Percent 


Should ese 3 9 6 ae 30 
Should not Be 7 10 16 38 5S 
Undecided 6 5 O j LZ i7 


What percentage of the men of this neighborhood who entered the armed 
forces do you think will come back here to live? 


Bingham Clark Imperial. Merced 


Number estimating . 3 5 13 Me ie ee 
Mipuesesperacae TOG = = a0 IO 40 
Highest percent 100 100 100 100 
Average percent 93 74 57 83 


What percentage of the folks who left this neighborhood for defense jobs 


do you think will come’ back here to live? 


Bingham Clark Imperial - Merced 


- +. Number estimating 3 to EN 17 
Lowest percent 66 96 10 10 
Highest percent 90 100 100 100 


Average percent 82 ag 46 72 


6. 


If all the men from the armed forces and all defense workers did come 
back here to live: 


a. \ihat percentage of the men from the armed forces do you think there 


would be work for? 


Bingham Clark Imperial Merced 
ESCA She wishes Pasiolaiece at paaite SiGe ess aos sete 


Wumber estimating sin 5 2 amie tie 8 l? 
. Lowest percent ., 75 Lasegy cl LO 60 
" Highest,.percent 100 100 100 100 
Average percent ae TOe 74 92 


b. what percentage of fhe defense workers do gt think there would be 


‘work for? 


Bingham Clark Imperial Merced 


Number estimating 8 Lé 13 13 


Lowest percent 60 0 10 30 
Highest percent 100 90 100 L100 
.Avérage ‘percent ° 83 32°. 75 83 


B. Institutions and organizations 


l. 


1 Undecided 


os Ae 


Do you favor or oppose the further consolidation (or centralization) of 
rural schools? 


Bingham Clark’ Imperial Merced All four Percent 


Favor é lé 13 18 45 , 85 


, Oppose 0 1 Ae go 8 11 


Unddcided ©) a* Rew tage ra ae 7x2 ‘ me 4 19° 26 


Is, or is not, your local seneot now seeneas all of the subjects you 
“think your’ children-should study? 


Bingham Clark Imperial Merced All four Percent 
Is?! 4 8 13 ip. = saa St 
is not 3 3 3 3 La at 
8 aa 3 ‘S 20 28 


would you favor, or oppose, making the local school building(s) avail- 
able for community activities after school hours? 


Bingham Clark Imperial Merced All four Percent 


Favor 10 10 16 Ye: “64. 75 


Oppose 1 0 on 4 di? v4 
Undecided : 4 5 ae l 13 18 


jiould you favor, or oppose, the expansion of the school Library to serve 
the adults in your school district? ; Tae 


Bingham | Clark . Imperial. .-Merced All four Percent 
Favor 3 8 9 15 35° 49 


Oppose 0 fe) 6 ¢ Cos ae 16 
Undecided +: 12 te 4 Rog RO: 55 


De 


jeA 


After the. war do, you think the school system should, or should not: 
(a) Serve hot lunches? (b) Operate a cannery for the convenience of 
farm families? (c) Maintain a shop where farmers can take their ma- 


_ chinery and repair it? _ 


Bingham Clark Imperial Merced All four Percent 
Hot lunches: . ae 
22 61 85 


Should 13 13 13 
Should not 0) 1 i 6) 4 3 

' Undecided . 2 i 5 1 9 Le 

Cannery: 

* Should 2 7 es 6 rAd 30 
Should not 5 a 5 12 v4 35 
Undecided 8 5 7 ) en a ene 

Shop: 

Should ~ . i oF i ait a ede & ; aes. ee 47 
‘Should not os 6h we To . 9 26 36 
ig 3 0 LZ 7 


Undecided 7 


Ce Government control 


1. 


ferticmerontraie = ase" ioe ee 1 


In the post-war period, do you think that in general the activities of 
the Federdl Government in rural communities should be expanded, reduced, 
or remain SV pon phe same as now? 


Binghan S Bian Imperial Merced - All four Percent 


. Expanded © ae eS ee ert ! Q. < 5 7 
Reduced 6 10 at 10 Ka A 
Remain same 4 baie 5 iis 18 a) 
Undecided rh z a 2 Le a 


Do you think the Federal Government should, or should not: (a ) Continue 
to maintain ceiling prices for farm products for at least two years 
after the war? (b) Continue to guarantee ns prices for farm products 
for at least two years after the war? some 


Bingham Clark iss aed Merced All four Percent 


acon hk 
Ceiling prices: a” 
Should 10 5 13 10 58 53 
Should not Pe 6 ) 13 26 36 
Undecided 3 4 i 6) Space 7) 
Floor prices: 
Should le ae; ee TRING Le 40° 56 
Should not. . Pan: Bi ROW Se Qe 24 33 
Undecided ev tise CPR BG, i 0 ae Ae. 


4 


If.you had to-.choose between a. combination of .price floors and ceile 
ings and no price controls at all for the next.two JORRE which would 
you prefer? 


Binghan - - Clark Imperial’ Merced All féur Percent 


4 47 65 
No price control ie @ 7 9 20 28 
Undecided. ne 3 a 0 5 7 


4e4 


4. During the first three years after the war, do you think there will 
__ be, or willl: not be: (a) A depression? -(b) A business boom?, 


“Bingham Clark Imperial - Merced All four Percent 
Cones ae pra eern Se mee ee a ee es bay stermeeeemnmeeeel a a ee eae boc ene emenemnener el 


Depression: 

Will be 7 Bn 1% : Bier ek a1 29 

Will notte <: o. oe ae 14 B4 Ay 

“Undecided 8 3 3: Ks neat 24 

Boom: i 

Wiebe oy 4 2 8 14 28 39 

Will not be on 11 6 7 24 33 
2 20 28 


Undecided la e o 
Dy Security 


lo Do you think farmers nowadays are worrying more, or less, than their 
fathers about being able to support themselves in old age? 


Bingham Clark Imperial Merced All four Percent 


Worry more @ ki 4 8 al 29 
Viorry less he 9 Dd 36 50 
Undecided : : i 4 6 4. ea 5) 21 


2, Do you think young farm people, by and large, will find it more, or less, 
difficult to make a decent living on the farm than did their fathers? 


eae? 


oe “~~ Bingham Clark imperial Merced all four Percent 


More difficult 4 ; a 4 7 eR 31 
Less difficult 13 4, 10 ye 37 51 
Undecided 0 4 5 4 


Gas 18 


5. If you or your wife had an extended illness in the busy season and in- 
_ curred medical and hospital expenses of say 9500, could, or could not 
the costs be met without lowering your standard of living? 


Bingham Clark -:Imperial.- Merced Akl four Percent 


“Coula’ 6 3 14 


4, ye 89, 54 
Could not 8 fi 5 ie om. Oy 45 
9) ; 0) “leds ps te a 


Undecided 1 2) 


4’, If some member of your family, other than yourself and wife, became 
seriously ill, and incurred medical and hospital bills of $500, could, 
or could not, the costs be met without lowering your standard of living? 


The answers to this question were the same as for the preceding ex= 
cept that one Bingham County, "“uidecided" shifted to “could not." 


5. viould you favor, or Oppose, an increase of public: clinics? 
Bingham *. Qhark Imperial " Merced All four “Percent 


Favor 


4 14 a 15 BO7F- 5 B6 
- Oppose if me, 1 gee Ss) 7 
Undecided 10 1 l 5 1 24 


Pl SS 


SY pce 


beA 


6. ‘iould you, or would you not, like to participate in some flat-rate 
prepayment plan to cover: (a) The costs of your hospital bills? 
(b) ‘The costs of doctor and nurse service? 


Bingham Clark Imperial . Merced All four Percent 


Hospital: 

would Eb 14 13 13 51 fe 
Would not 4 a a 5 1é Ay 
Undecided 0 0 4 5 9 12 


Doctor and nurse: Answers same as above except that one Bingham 
County "would" shifted to “undecided," 


te 


- Status, stratification, and standard of living 


1. Do you think that in the post-war period the farm wages should remain 
about where they are now, go higher, or go lower? 


Bingham Clark Imperial Merced All four Percent 


Remain same 4 4 sie 14 33 46 
Go higher @) nf 2 @) 3 4 
Go lower NAD 10 6 6 55 46 

we) 3 3 4 


Undecided 0. 1 O 
2. Do you think that in the postewar period gross farm incomes should 
remain about where they are now, go higher, or go lower? 


“Bingham Clark Imperial Merced All four Percent 


Remain same lé 0 10 15 37 51 
Go- higher 0 14 0 0 14 19 
Go lower wy) 1 3 5 le Li 

0 0 6 3 “9 13 


Undecided 


3. when wartime shortages are over, do you and your family plan to make 
any major purchases? . 


Bingham Clark Imperial Merced All four Percent 


Yos 10 ll 1 12 46 64 


No 5 4 6 Vy 26 36 
’ First eHoice: tow 

Farm equipment 7 S) 4 6 Zo 
Automobile rs 6) 5 2 7 
Household fumishirgs 1. 23 2 1 6 
New Home 8) e 2 . 6 
Miscellaneous ) 1 2 af 4 
Second choice: 

Farm equipment 1 5 1 1 8 
Automobile 6) ) 1 9) pi 
Houschold furnishings 4 1 rd 1 8 
New Home 8) 3 2 i: 6 
Miscellancous 1 6) Ni ui 3 


4. 


64 


‘AS compared with 1942, did your family in 1943 .buy more or less: 


(a) Food? () Clothing? (¢) Household furnishings? (d) War 


Bonds? 
Bing hen - Clark. Imperial Merced All four Percent 
More ty 
Food 4 3 me: 5 LZ Le 
Clothing 0 4 ) 5 le EY 
Household furnishings 0 q 4 a 8 Ue 
War Bonds 10 6 Li 21 48 66 
Less sah ; . 
Food 6 ss: a 8 abi a 29 
Clothing 6 3 5 7 41 29 
Household fum ishings10 5 5 Li 9 Nee Dan 3 
War Bonds ay 1 H 1 4 6 
The same ; 
Food 8 iy Le LO 59 54 
Clothing | ite 8 11 11 39 54 
Household furmishinzs: 5 9 10 9 38 46 
4 8 t a 20 28 


war Bonds 


FP, International relations 


i 


ee a net start? 


“iould you favor, or oppose, the continued rationing of farm machinery 
and equipment after the war in order to help farmers in other countries 


\ 


Merced 


. Bingham Clark Imperial sll four Percent — 
Favor Le vs 6 6 "a co 
Oppose aoe 8 ‘12 L648 38 53 
Undecided hs 5 1 = RO Ge RS 18 


Would you favor, or oppose, the continued ratioring of food after the 


ene te 


war in order to help the people in war-torn courtries get a new start? 


Bingham Clark Imperial Merced All four Percent 
‘Raita bethe <> Asay Dt is 17 45 63 
Oppose: ; 5 7 8 6 e4 35 
Undecided 1 1 eae 0 3 4 


Do you think the United States should, or should not, participate in 


a world association of nations? 


Merced | 


Bingham Clark ‘Imperial All four Percent 
Should 6 8 ll IG. cay ee 57 
Should not Ps 3 S rR eT Ly 
Undecided 7 4 5 3 Seassuela 26 
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